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FOREWOR

It is a fabulous location in Brussels where the enthusiastic visitor
can, in scarcely a few steps, cover the distance separating Permeke
from Pierre Bruegel the Elder. In the space of a few hours, one can
watch a Chaplin film and attend a concert by a globally renowned
tenor. Alternatively, one of the largest collections of musical instru-
ments in the world can be admired there. Those with a thirst for
history, meanwhile, will be drawn towards the relics of the Palace
of Charles Quint, the priceless ancient printed books of the Royal
Library, or the manuscripts of the State Archives. This extraordinary
place is the Mont des Arts.

More than ever, it is reinforcing its status as a major tourism and
cultural centre, not only for the Brussels-Capital Region but for Bel-
gium as a whole. The institutions found there, all contain thou-
sands of wonderful treasures showcased with real enthusiasm
and dynamism. And that's not all, for among the projects “in the
pipeline” and on the point of completion are the future Magritte
Museum, the Art Nouveau collections, the reopening of the Palais
des Congrés and the creation of a proper visitor centre for the Brus-
sels-Capital Region... The Mont des Arts is well worth a lingering
visit, for there you will learn a great deal and obtain an enormous
amount of pleasure. It is the point of entry par excellence for a
marvellous stroll at the heart of Brussels on which | am delighted
to be able to invite you.

Charles Picqué,
Minister-President of the Brussels-Capital Region




INTRODUCTION

Today'’s reality is a unique concentration in less than three hect-
ares of world-class museums and cultural institutions. All styles
and architectures are to be admired here: from the Dark Ages to
the Renaissance, from the pure 18th century Classicism of Royal
Square and Museum Square to the 20th century’s beauty of the
Centre for Fine Arts by Horta. And for some, the post war architec-
ture of the Royal Library is a gem.

The historical reality. Mont des Arts was the seat of government
from the early Middle Ages for the Dukes of Brabant. The Dukes
of Burgundy provided Mont des Arts with a particular splendour,
building here Europe’s most prestigious royal palace and hosting
the famous Burgundy library, which had no equivalent at the time.

This sumptuous palace was at its zenith under Emperor Charles V,
who abdicated there in 1555. It remained the seat of government
under the Spanish and Austrian Hapsburgs, and Charles de Lor-
raine added the stamp of ostentatious grandeur to the power. And
it was at Mont des Arts that our first sovereign took his oath on 21
July 1831, 175 years ago.

“The Mont des Arts: a real
dream, a dream beyond reality”

The dream is to transform Mont des Arts into a museum quarter,
where it will be a delight to discover art and culture in a relax-
ing and enchanting environment. It will be a location where the
pedestrian is king, where one can stroll safely from one building to
another. This is the real dream of the ten institutions situated in the
Mont des Arts quarter: the Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium,
the Palais des Congres, the Royal Library of Belgium, the Musical
Instruments Museum, the National Archives of Belgium, the Cen-
tre for Fine Arts, the Belgian Royal Film Archive, the ING Cultural
Centre, the former Palace of Charles V, and the BELvue.

These ten institutions have taken the initiative to make their dream
come true: they have joined in one non-profit making association in
order to create a Museum Quarter in Brussels. Theirs is a long road
to travel, but, as the Chinese proverb says: “a one thousand-mile
journey starts with the first step”.

Jean-Pierre de Bandt,
Chairman of the asbl Mont des Arts
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ROYAL
MUSEUMS OF FINE
ARTS OF BELGIUM

The Royal Museums of Fine Arts have been the most visited group
of museums in Belgium since several decades and they are the
most appreciated by foreign visitors. Located in Brussels, they
consist of the Ancient Art Museum, the Modern Art Museum, the
Wiertz Museum and the Meunier Museum. They hold some 20,000
paintings, sculptures and drawings.

In the heart of the Mont des Arts, the Museum of Ancient Art
houses a vast collection of precious paintings by the Primitive
Flemish artists, Bruegel, Rubens, Jordaens and the masters from
foreign schools. It offers a vast overview from the 14th till the 18th
century.

The neighbouring Museum of Modern Art offers a rich panorama
of the 19th century (Ensor, Khnopff...) and the 20th century, spread
over eight floors, with halls dedicated to Delvaux and Magritte, the
largest collection in the world!

On a regular basis, the Royal Museums of Fine Arts organise
exhibitions. In 2007, “Hergé and the world of Art” will explore the
relationship between the famous draughtsman and the Arts of his
time. From September on, Pieter-Paul Rubens, his work and work-
shop will be the subject of a vast exhibition.

INFO ADDRESS OPENING HOURS ADMISSION
3 rue de la Régence Open Tue. to Sun.: 10am to 5pm Museums: from € 2 to 5, free 1st
Website: www.fine-arts-museum.be B-1000 Brussels Closed: 01/01, 2nd Thur. in Jan., Wed. of each month from 1pm on-

E-mail: info@fine-arts-museum.be T. +32(0)2 508 32 11 01/05, 01/11, 11/11 and 25/12. wards. Exhibitions: from € 3,50 to 9



BO CENTRE FOR
ZAR FINE ARTS

With one million visitors a year, the Centre for Fine Arts is one of
the key attractions of the Mont des Arts. Situated between the
place Royale and the Central railway station, it forms a brilliantly
conceived link, designed by Victor Horta, between the upper town
and the lower and between the various arts referred to in its name.
The Centre's interdisciplinary approach and the quality of its pro-
ductions have won it a special place at the cultural epicentre of
Brussels.

Judge for yourself: 250 concerts a year, on a par with the world's
great concert halls; major international exhibitions - the Financial
Times hailed the Russian Avant-garde exhibition (a co-production
with Europalia) as the “best exhibition of 2005"!

Cinema, theatre, dances, literature, architecture, and art edu-
cation. All partake of the same effervescence, which also owes
much to the Centre's long-term partners, such as the Théatre du
Rideau de Bruxelles and the Royal Film Archive, whose internation-
al film collection is the most extensive in the world. Soon to have
a new shop and a new street-front restaurant, offering access to
culture via a wide range of made-to-measure packages, the Centre
for Fine Arts provides a complete experience, open to the Mont
des Arts, the city and the world: THE BOZAR EXPERIENCE!

_..-"

=

o

{

INFO ADDRESS OPENING HOURS TICKETS
23 rue Ravenstein Open every day from 10am to 11pm, Depending on the event.
Website: www.bozar.be B-1000 Brussels depending on the events.

E-mail: info@bozar.be T. + 32 (0)2 507 82 00 Closed on 01/01 and 25/12.



MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS
MUSEUM

At the end of the 19th century, the luxurious shops “Old England”
acquired a grand reputation thanks to their very particular building.
The entrance is a pearl of Art nouveau. The rest of the buildings is
in perfect harmony with the place Royale complex in neo-classical
style. You can discover all this in walking distance from the Grand-
Place and the Central railway station.

The MIM moved to this architectural jewel on the hill of the Mont
des Arts in June 2000.

The museum houses one of the most renowned collections of
the world. In all, about 1,500 instruments are exhibited, from
the viola de gambe of the Brussels Court to the Russian theremin
of the 20th century, from the African kora to the Irish uillean pipes.
The instruments and their history will bear no more secrets! Don't
miss the instruments of Adolphe Sax!

The MIM is, above all, a world of music. With the infrared head-
phones, each visitor can explore the thematic paths while listening
to the beautiful sounds of the instruments.

Welcome to the MIM!

INFO ADDRESS OPENING HOURS ADMISSION
2 Montagne de la Cour Open Tue. to Fri.: 9.30am to 4.45pm, From € 2 to 5, free admission
Website: www.mim.fgov.be B-1000 Brussels Sat. and Sun.: 10am to 4.45pm. Closed: 1st Wed. of each month from

E-mail: info@mim.fgov.be T. +32(0)2 54501 30 01/01, 01/05, 01/11, 11/11 and 25/12. 1pm onwards.



Belmuﬁeum "

INFO ADDRESS
7 Place des Palais
Website: www.belvue.be B-1000 Brussels

E-mail: info@belvue.be T. + 32 (0)70 22 04 92

BELvue MUSEUM

Have you ever wondered how much you really know about
Belgium and its kings? Located on the Mont des Arts, next to
the Royal Palace and right across from the Royal Park, the BELvue
museum is the only museum that reveals the history of Belgium
right in front of you.

From the popular uprising in 1830 to the federal State of today: the
museum offers the opportunity to examine unique historical docu-
ments, remarkable film fragments, striking photos and impressive
objects. The reigns of the kings connect the milestones from Bel-
gian history, such as the struggle for universal suffrage, the World
Wars and the Royal Question, the Golden Sixties and the recent
constitutional reforms. These milestones are presented to you in
an exceptional and informative manner.

But the very location and history of the building itself are also worth
a visit. Before it became a museum, the former 18th century luxury
hotel was also a royal residence. You will still find aspects from that
era: with the recent renovation, the atmosphere of the old days
was restored.

The BELvue museum has a restaurant with a summer café in the
royal garden, a modern museum shop, a multipurpose conference
room and a hall for educational projects.

OPENING HOURS ADMISSION
Open Tue. to Sun.: June > Sept.: 10am to Upto €3
6pm. Oct. > May: 10am to 5pm. Closed on Combined ticket: € 5

01/01, Easter Sunday, 01/05, 25/12. (BELvue + Coudenberg)



INFOS ADDRESS

7 Place des Palais

Site web: www.coudenberg.com B-1000 Brussels
E-mail: info@coudenberg.com T. + 32 (0)2 545 08 00

FORNMER PALACE
OF BRUSSELS

The palace of Brussels was first built on Coudenberg hill from the
11th century and was subsequently rebuilt, extended and improved
in line with the increased prestige of the Dukes of Brabant, then
the Dukes of Burgundy, the Emperor Charles the Fifth and finally
the Archdukes Albert and Isabel.

For several centuries, the Palace was the centre of power. Dis-
tinguished visitors from all over Europe were attracted by the
beauty of the buildings, the gardens and the richness of the Palace's
artistic collection. This prestigious monument was unfortunately
destroyed by a huge fire in 1731 and disappeared when the district
was redeveloped after 1775. Over the last 15 years, excavations
of the site have unearthed various archaeological remains of the
Palace as well as the surrounding town. The vestiges are acces-
sible to the public. A subterranean tour shows the caves of the
main building of the medieval castle, halls under the Palace’s
chapel, the Isabelle Street that ran along the Lalaing House and
went from the Coudenberg to the Saint Michael and Gudule
collegiate church, and the lower levels of the Aula Magna.

A fascinating walk beneath the place Royale gives you the
opportunity to discover the vestiges of this illustrious Palace, un-
justly forgotten by history.

OPENING HOURS ADMISSION
Open Tue. to Sun.: June > Sept.: 10am to Upto€4
6pm. Oct. > May: 10am to 5pm. Closed on Combined ticket: € 5

01/01, Easter Sunday, 01/05, 25/12. (Coudenberg + BELvue)



ROYAL LIBRARY
KBR-& OF BELGIUM

The Royal Library of Belgium is the national scientific library
of the Belgian Federal State. It preserves an important cultural
heritage.

The general collections hold, amongst others, prints, newspapers
and periodicals, official documents and the Legal Depot. Since
1966, the latter preserves each and every work published in Bel-
gium or published abroad but written by a Belgian author.

The Library also houses some special sections: the Precious
Reserve, which keeps old printings (15th - end 18th century);
Maps and plans, which offers over 200,000 maps, atlases and
globes; a section Manuscripts, with some 35,000 manuscripts
(i.a. several codices from the Middle Ages); a Music section, with
numerous scores, works on music and records; and a Medal
section, that preserves and studies a very vast and rich collection
of numismatic pieces, coins and tokens as for instance the tetra-
drachme of Aetna from the 5th century B.C., unique in the world!
The ancient residence of Charles of Lorraine houses the Museum
of the 18th century, the Chalcography and the Engravings
collection of the Royal Library.

The Royal Library organises also temporary exhibitions and guided
tours ‘behind the scene’.

INFO ADDRESS OPENING HOURS ADMISSION
Mont des Arts Reading room: Mo. to Fri.: 9am to 7.50pm, Reading room: weekly /
Website: www.kbr.be B-1000 Brussels Sat. + July & Aug.: 9am to 4.50pm. annual pass: € 5 - 20

E-mail: pr@kbr.be T. +32(0)251953 11 Exhibitions: Mo. to Sat.: 10am to 4.50pm. Exhibitions: up to € 5
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ReALA N T

ADDRESS

2 rue de Ruysbroeck
B-1000 Brussels
T.+32(0)2 5137680

INFO
Website: www.arch.be

E-mail: publicat@arch.be

NATIONAL ARCHIVES
OF BELGIUM

The National Archives have proven their role as guardians of the
memory of the Nation, the country and its citizens. The institute
appeared as from 1789 as a necessary attribute to each democratic
government.

The network of the State Archives was structured in 1796. The
seat in Brussels became national in 1830: the National Archives
of Belgium were located at the bottom of the Mont des Arts. The
concerted action of Charles Rogier and the general archivist Gacha-
rd reinforced the institution as a true auxiliary to the authorities,
whose authentic documents it preserves.

The State Archives count 20 divisions throughout the country
and preserve mostly unique pieces. The documents from admini-
strative and judiciary bodies are gathered there after 100 years, as
well as archives from private persons. Today, the depot of the State
preserves 200 kilometres of documents, some of which are mag-
nificently illustrated manuscripts, or date back a thousand years.
The institute’s mission is not only to open its doors to the authori-
ties, but also to the public: the citizen, the researcher.

New challenges lay ahead. Far from limiting themselves to the
analysis of ancient documents, archivists discover and learn new
working methods to handle archives created by new technologies.

OPENING HOURS ADMISSION
Tue.: 8.30am to 6pm. Weekly / annual pass:
Wed. to Fri.: 8.30am to 4.30pm. €5-20

Sat.: 8.30am to 12am and 1pm to 4pm.



ING

ING
CULTURAL CENTRE

The ING Cultural Centre is located within a cluster of buildings on
Brussels' place Royale. Designed by Barnabé Guimard and built
between 1776 and 1782, the complex is regarded as one of the fin-
est examples of neo-classical architecture. The Cultural Centre cur-
rently occupies two period townhouses that are situated between
the Church of St. Jacques sur Coudenberg and the portico on rue
de Namur, and which, in the late 18th century and early 19th cen-
tury, were home to Ferdinand-Pierre Rapedius de Berg and Count
Charles d'Allegambe.

Since 1986, ING has hosted and organised many prestigious
exhibitions as part of its programme to promote Belgian and
international art. The building underwent a complete renova-
tion to ensure that it satisfied all of the security requirements of a
modern exhibition space. This work was duly recognised in
2000 with the awarding of the prestigious Caius Prize from the
Promethea Foundation. It has also enabled the bank to exhibit
masterpieces from the world’s most important collections, notably
the Metropolitan Museum and Brooklyn Museum in New York, the
Hermitage and Kremlin Museum in Russia, the Louvre, and the
Royal Collections in England... Having assumed an active role at the
heart of the vibrant artistic centre that is Mont des Arts, ING has
become one of the major players in Belgian cultural life.

INFO ADDRESS OPENING HOURS ADMISSION
6 Place Royale (only when there is an exhibition) Upto€6
Website: www.ing.be B-1000 Brussels Open every day from 10am to 6pm.

E-mail: art.department@ing.be T. + 32 (0)2 547 22 92 Wed. until 9pm. Closed on 25/01 and 01/01.



- BELGIAN ROYAL
FILM ARCHIVE

The Royal Film Archive is one of the oldest and richest film
archives in the world. Since 1938 it has been preserving a collec-
tion of films with a permanent esthetical, technical and historical
value: short films, full-length fiction films and documentaries from
all over the world. The archive is situated in an old city mansion
dating from the 15th century and built by the family de Cléeves-
Ravenstein in the proximity of the Palace of Emperor Charles the
Fifth. The building in Brabant gothic style has survived the radical
changes that took place in the quarter of the Mont des Arts during
subsequent eras. This building is not open to the public, but the
facades and the inner courtyard can still be admired.

The Film Museum was created in 1962 with the purpose to en-
hance the diffusion of the vast collection, through the regular pro-
jection of sound film and silent films. The latter are accompanied by
live piano music. The museum also presents a permanent exposi-
tion on the film history. Due to renovation works the museum will
close temporarily. During that time the Film Archive will continue
with its varied array of public activities on alternative locations and
its collaboration with scientific, educational and cultural institutions
of the Mont des Arts.

The Documentation Centre disposes of a specialised photo-library
and a library with a public reading room.

INFO ADDRESS OPENING HOURS ADMISSION
Hotel de Cleves Museum closed: 16 July ‘06 to Sept. ‘07 Documentation Centre:
3 rue Ravenstein Documentation Centre: Mo. to Fri. from free entry
Website: www.cinematheque.be B-1000 Brussels 9.30am to 5.30pm. Closed in Aug. and

E-mail: cinematheque@ledoux.be T. +32(0)2 551 19 00 between Christmas and New Year.



COMING SOON

FILM MUSEUM

The Film Museum was created in 1962 in the former Decorative
Arts Room of the Centre for Fine Arts and will close its doors be-
cause of a renovation of this building by Victor Horta. In September
2007, the museum will re-open in the rue Baron Horta 9.

MAGRITTE MUSEUM

We can not divulge much, but mark your calendar for the opening
of this new museum on the Mont des Arts at the end of 2007!

PLACE ROYALE COMPLEX

The Brussels-Capital Region renovated these buildings on the Mont
des Arts and will open the doors at the end of 2007.

PALAIS DES CONGRES

The Palais des Congrés in the heart of the Mont des Arts
quarter will be completely renovated! Housing state of the art
auditoria, numerous modular rooms and two public restaurants
with a breath-taking vista of Brussels. Info: T. + 32 (0)2 515 73 43
www.palcobru.be




HAVE A WALK ON DISCOVE
THE MONT DES ARTS THE MONT DES ART

In the museums, but also outside their walls, the Mont des Arts [ WITH THE MONT DES ARTS PASS
is not to be missed and full of surprises. Do you know the place
du Musée, or the sculpture garden? Have you paused to observe
the jewels of architecture (Victor Horta, Alphonse Balat, Roger
Bastin, Paul Saintenoy...), sculptures and bas reliefs (Calder,
Eugene Simonis ...), and the panoramic view over Brussels?

Each Saturday or Sunday, the Mont des Arts proposes the Pass
(valid for one day) that opens the doors to this cultural quarter
in Brussels.

Permanent collections, temporary exhibitions, concerts, cinema,
and activities for children ...

Stroll from in the Albertina gardens to the rue de Namur,
from the Sablon to the Place Royale, this cultural quarter will
surprise you!

Price: € 5,50 to 11, free for - 13 y., sold in the museums.

" PARCOURS FAMILLE
Only available in French and Dutch.

INFO

asbl Mont des Arts

T.+32 (02507 12 12
Website: www.montdesarts.be
E-mail: info@montdesarts.be
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ARTSHOPS

ROYAL MUSEUMS OF
FINE ARTS OF BELGIUM
The Museum Shop

Tue. to Sun.: 10am to 6 pm
T. +32 (0)2 508 34 30

3 Place Royale

B-1000 Brussels

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
MUSEUM - MIM

Library & Shop

Tue. to Sun.: 10 am to 4.45 pm
T. + 32 (0)2 545 01 62

2 Montagne de la Cour
B-1000 Brussels

BELvue MUSEUM
Museumshop

June > September:

Tue. to Sun.: 10am to 6pm
October > May:

Tue. to Sun.: 10am to 5pm
T. + 32 (0)2 545 08 00

7 Place des Palais

B-1000 Brussels

CENTRE FOR FINE ARTS
BOZARSHOP

(inside the exhibitions)

Opening of a new BOZARSHOP
in autumn 2006.

T. + 32 (0)2 507 83 33

23 rue Ravenstein

B-1000 Brussels

NATIONAL ARCHIVES

OF BELGIUM

Boutique des Archives
Tue. to Fri.: 8.30am to 12am
and 1pm to 4.15pm

T. +32(0)2 513 76 80

2 rue de Ruysbroeck
B-1000 Brussels

RESTAURANTS

ROYAL MUSEUMS OF
FINE ARTS OF BELGIUM
The Museum Café

Tue. to Sun.: 10am to 6pm
T. + 32 (0)2 508 34 83

3 Place Royale

B-1000 Brussels

Cafeteria

Tue. to Sun.: 10am to 5pm
T. +32(0)2 50832 11

3 rue de la Régence
B-1000 Brussels

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
MUSEUM - MIM

Restaurant

Tue. to Fri.: 9.30am to 4.45pm
Sat. and Sun.: 10am to 4.45pm
T. + 32 (0)2 502 95 08

2 Montagne de la Cour

B-1000 Brussels

BELvue MUSEUM
BELvue Lunch & Tea
June > September:

Tue. to Sun.: 10am to 6pm
October > May:

Tue. to Sun.: 10am to 5pm
T. + 32 (0)2 545 08 09

7 Place des Palais

B-1000 Brussels

CENTRE FOR FINE ARTS
BOZARRESTO

Tue. to Sun.: 9.30am to 11pm
(depending on the activities)
Mon.: depending on the
program of the concerts.

T. + 32 (0)2 507 85 85

23 rue Ravenstein

B-1000 Brussels



EVENT LOCATION

Various rooms and halls at the Mont des Arts are available for func-
tions and events. The Music Instruments Museum, the BELvue
museum, the Centre for Fine Arts, the Royal Museums of Fine Arts
of Belgium, the archaeological site of the Coudenberg, ING Cultural
Centre, the Royal Library of Belgium... open their doors.

Offer yourself an original and prestigious setting for your next event,
private or company reception.

INFO

asbl Mont des Arts

10 rue de Namur

1000 Bruxelles - Belgium

T. +32(0)2 507 12 12
E-mail: info@montdesarts.be

PRACTICAL
INFORMATION

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

@ Train: Gare Centrale
(= Subway/metro: Line 1a or 1b: stations Gare Centrale or Parc
Ligne 2: station Porte de Namur

© Tram: Lines 92, 93, 94
Bus: Lines 27, 29, 34, 38, 60, 63, 65, 66, 71, 95, 96
PARKING

[ Congres-Albertine: underground parking
(entries: place de la Justice and rue des Sols)
[ Sablon-Poelaert: underground parking place Poelaert
(in front of the palace of Justice)
[d For disabled persons: rue Villa-Hermosa - place des Palais
[ For private busses: rue Cardinal Mercier

M Guided tours and activities for children:
Information is available directly at the museums.

All the institutions on the Mont des Arts have easy access
for persons with reduced mobility.
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This brochure was created with the support of

the Brussels-Capital Region.
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MUSEUMS . LIBRARIES
FILMS . DOCUMENTATION CENTRE
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE . ARCHIVES
THEATRE . DANCES . MUSIC
PERFORMANCE . SCULPTURE
PAINTINGS . POETRY . LITERATURE
HISTORY . ARCHITECTURE
CONFERENCES . WORKSHOPS
GUIDED TOURS . SCIENCE
CONCERTS . EXHIBITIONS
ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN
EVENTS . SHOPS . CINEMA
TERRASSES . RESTAURANTS
GARDENS
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